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mixed with sour milk, and to repose in the equivocal shade
afforded by a single tattered covering of black goafs hair.

As evening drew on, Djedey', after giving his camels a well-
earned draught from the garden well close by, invited us to pay
a visit of ceremony to the local governor 'Aafcil, a native of the
village itself, but invested by Telal with vicarious authority.
Now our friend's real object in calling in at this hour was to
ensure a good supper, a thing which his own domicile could
hardly have mustered. To the great delight of my comrade,
whom the wretchedness of Djedey's hovel had led to anticipate
a correspondingly miserable kitchen, our guide's manoeuvres,
the most intellectual of which a Bedouin is capable, met with
deserved success. 'Aakil honoured us with the desired invita-
tion ; and the day closed in a good supper and a lively evening,
during which Djedey' amused the whole party, by an uncouth
dance with the coffee-making negro of the governor.

Next day we remained quiet; all glad of an interval of repose
before the three days' journey which was to lead us to Ha'yeL
Sometimes we climbed the heights to get a wider range of view,
sometimes we strolled about the irregular village and talked
with its inhabitants; and here first we met with unmistakable
proofs of that deep half-idolizing attachment which the very
name of Telal claims throughout the whole of Djebel Shomer.
The quiet and settled state of all tilings here much contrasted
with the half-anarchical condition lately witnessed in the Djowf,
and its war-seamed features. But the soil of Djobbah is poor,
and its produce, though of the same kind with that we had left
behind us, was in every way inferior to it.

The village itself so far resembles the Djowf, that I may be
excused from entering on particular details regarding houses,
gardens, and the like. I may here add, as an apology for brevity
of description, while we pass by the different localities of Djebel
Shomer, that they have almost all of them, whether large or
small, much the same straggling appearance, the same mixture
of dwellings and cultivation, of plantations and byways, the
same neglect of fortification and defence, which distinguishes
them from the compact and well-guarded villages of Nejed
Proper, and denotes habitual security; but also, alas! a total
disregard for whatever is known in Europe by the name of
symmetry, of which no true Arab of the north, whether sleeping